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However, Chief Sephardi Rabbi Shlomo Amar refused to allow the governing body to
discuss Areivim. A source in the Chief Rabbinate said that Amar feared he would be
attacked by the Ashkenazi haredi rabbinic leadership headed by Rabbi Yosef Shalom
Elyahsiv. In the past Amar has been attacked for suggesting that organs could be removed
from a Jew who suffered brain death while the heart was still beating.
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Amar's spokesman said that the Chief Sephardi rabbi had not yet formulated his opinion on  jerusalem, Sept. 28
the issue of organ transplants after brain death. Therefore, he did not want to discuss

Areivim.
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Meanwhile, Chief Rabbi of Safed Shmuel Eliyahu, who is a member of the Supreme
Rabbinical Council, and who supports the "Areivim" program as a more "kosher" alternative
to the present Israel Transplant Program known as ADI, said that there was no haredi

opposition to Areivim. A Taste of the Jewish

Literary Festival
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he does not rule out my father's [Mordechai Eliyahu's] position that brain death is death
according to Halacha. Therefore, an individual can be allowed to choose between the

options."
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A spokesman for Metzger said that he has yet to formulate his position in the Areivim
program. Metzger wished to bring Areivim before the rabbinate's government body to
stimulate debate.
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According to the spokesman Metzger, who was elected as Chief Ashkenazi rabbi with the "

support of Elyashiv, has not consulted with the nonagenarian rabbi, considered the
preeminent halacha scholar among haredi Ashkenazi Jewry.
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